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The tragedy of Guernica. Town destroy=d in air attack. Sye-witneas s account,
(The Times & New Jork Times)

Bilbao, April 271937, from our special correspondent

Guerniea, the most ancient town of the Basques and the centre of their cultural tradition, was completely
destroyed yestexday afternoon by insurgent air raidera The bombardment of this epen town far hehingd the
lines ocoupied precisely thres hours and a quarter, during which a powerful flest of seroplanss
consisting of three German types, Junksrs and Heink=1 bombere and Heinkel fighters, 4id not ceass
unloading on the town bombe wedghing from 1,0001b. downwards and, it is ealculatad, more than 3,000
two-pounder aluminium ineendiary projectiles. The fighters, meanwhile, plunged low from above the
centire of the town to machine- gun these of the elvilian populstion who had taken refuge in, the ficlds

The whole of Guernics was soon in flames sxcept the historic Casa de Juntas with its rich archives of the
Basgus race, where the ancient Besque Parlizment ueed to sit, The famous oak of Guerniea, the dried old
stump of 800 years and the young new shoots of this eentury, was also untouched.

At 2 am today when I viaited the town the wholeof it was s horridle sight, flaming from end to end. The
reflection of the flames conld be ssen in the clouds of smoke above the mountains from 10 miles avay.
Throughout the night houess were falling until the streets beeame long heape of red impenstrable debrin
Many of the eivilisn survivors took the long trek from Guernicn to Bilbae in antigue solid-whesled
Basque farmearts drawn by oren. Carts piled high with cuch housshold poesepsions as could be saved from
the conflagration clogged the roads a1l night. Other survivers were evacuated in Government lorries, but
meny were forced to remein round the burning town lying on mattressss or looking for lost relatives and
children, while untita of the fire brigsdes and the Basgue motorized police under the personal direction of
the Hinister of the Interior, S3efior Honzon, and his wife continued rescue work $111 dawn.

Chureh bell alarm

In the form of ite excoution mnd the scals of the destruction it wrought, no less than in the selsction of
its objective, the raid on Guernieca is unparalleled in military history. Guernica was not a military
objeetive, A factory producing war material lay outelds the town and was untouchsd. So were two barracks
some distance from the town. The town lay far behind the 1ines. The object of the bombardment was
seemingly the demeoralization of the civil population ond the destruction of the cradle of the Basque race.
Hvery fact besrs out this apprecintion, beginning with the day when the deed was dons. Monday wos the
customary market day in Gusrnies for the country round. At 430 pm, when the markest was full and peasants
were still coming in, the church bell rang the alarm for approaching seroplanes; and the population
sought refuge in cellare and in the dugouts pre pared following the bombing of the civilian population
of Durango on March 3, which opened General Mola s of fensive in the north. The people are aaid to have
shown a good spirit.

A Catholic priest toock charge and perfect order was mainteined. Five minutes 1ater a aingle German homber
appeared, eirelad over the town &t a 1ow altitude, and then dropped ix heavy bonbs, epparently aiming for
the station. The bombs with & shower of grenades fell on a former institute and on housss and strecte
surrounding it The aeroplens then went away. In another five minutes came a second bomber, which threw
the same number of bobs into the middle of the town. About a quarter of an hour later three Jurikers
arrived to continue the work of demalition, and thenceforwnrd the bombing grew in intensity and was
continuous, ceasing only with the approach of dusk at 7.45 The whole town of 7.000 inhabitants, plus 3,000
refugess, wan slowly and systematienlly pounded to plecen, Over a radiun of five miles round a detail of the
raiders technigue was o bomb separate caserios, or farmhousss, In the night these burned 1ike 14t41e
candles in the hille, 211 the villnges around were bombed with the same intensity ne the town iteslf, and
at Mugica, a 1ittle group of houses at the head of the Guerniecs inlet; the population was machine-gunned
for 1% minutes,



It io impossible to state yet the number of victims. In the Bilbac Press this merning they were reported as
"fortunataly small," but it is feared that this was an understatement in order not to alarm the large
refuges population of Bilbao. In the heepital of Josefinage, which waz one of the first places bombed, a1l
the 42 wounded militinmen it sheltered were killed outright. In a strest leading downhill from the Casa de
duntae L saw a place where 50 peoples, nearly all women and children, aresaid to have been trapped in anair
raid refuge under a mass of burning wreeckage, Many were killed in the fislds, and altogether the deaths
may run into nundreds. An elderly priest named Aronategul was killed by a bomb while rescuing children
from e burning house.

The tactics of the bombers, which may be of interest to students of the new military seience, were as
followm  First, small parties of acroplanes threw heavy bombo and hand grenndes all over the town,
choosing area after area in orderly Tashion. Next came fighting machines which swooped low to
machine-gun thoss who ran in panie from dugouts, some of which had already been penetrated by 1,0001b
bombs, which make a hole 2584, deep, Many of these people were killed as they ran. A large herd of sheep
being brought in to the market was also wiped owt. The object of this move was apparently to drive the
population under ground agzin, for next as many =s 12 bombers appeared at a time dropping Heavy and
inesndiary bombe upon the ruins, The rhythm of this bombing of an open town was, therefors, a logieal ones
firgt, hand grenades and heavy bomba to stampede the population; then machine-gunning to drive them
below, next henvy and inecendiary bombs to wreck the housss and burn them on top of their victimes

The only counter-measurss the Basques could employ, for they do not possess sufficient asroplanes to face
the insurgent fleat, were those provided by the hereiom of the Basque clergy. These blessed and prayed for
the kneeling crowds Sécialiste, Arinrehists, nnd Communists, as well as the deelared falthful - in the
erumbling dugoute. When I entered Guernica after midnight houses were erashing on edther side, and 1t was
utterly impossible even for firemen to enter the centre of the town. The hospitals of Josefinas and
Convento de Banta Clara were glowing heapoof embers, a1l the churches exeept that of Banta Maria were
destroy=d, and the few houses which still stood were doomed. When I revistited Guernica this afternoon most
of the town was still burning and new firves hnd broken out About 30 dend were 1nid out in o ruined
hospital.

The effect here of the Pombardment of Guernics, the Basgues holy clty, has besn proafound and has lad
President Aguirre to izsue the following statement in this morning s Basque Presst "The German airmen
in the service of the Spanish rebels, have bombarded Guernica, burning the historic town which is held in
such veneration by 211 Basques, They have sought to wound use in the most sensitive of our patriotic
sentiments, once more making it entirely clear what Buzkadi may expect of those who do not hesitate 4o
destroy us down to the very sanctuary which records the eenturdes of our liberty and our democracy.
"Before this outrage all wo Basques must react with vielences, swearing from the bottom of our hearts to
dafend the prineiples of our people with unheard of stubbornness and heroiam if the cace requiren it. We
cannot hide the gravity of the moment: but vietory can never be won by the invader if, raising our spirits
to heights of strength and determination, we gteel curselves to hin defeat, "Ihe cnemy hasadvenced in.
many parte elsewhere to be driven out of them afterwards: I do not hesitate to affirm that here thesame
thing will happen. May to-day s outrage be one spur more to do it with all spesd,”

George Lowbher Stesr (Cambridge, South Africa, 1909-Rangoon; Burma, 1944) Journalist, he was firet and
forsmest war correspondsnt. le moved with his family at the age of 1) to England, where he findshed his
studisn in the Oxford University in 1922, A year later, Steer covered the Italian invasion of Abyssinia for
The Times nnd reported Mussolini's fascist aggresnion. At the beginning of the Spanish Civil War, he
reportad the battle of Irun from Hendayes and the Tal1l of Gipuzkos. In 1957, 8teer got to Bllbao and covered
the war in the Basgue Country for the daily "The Timea", In 1938, he wrote "The Tree of Cernilka, A £ield study
of modern wnr," where he puts together his reporto on the war in the Basgus Country. In 19359, he wns wnr
correspondent in the Finland-Soviet Union war, in parallel to the Second World War, in which the Soviet
Union was neutral at that moment. ls was one of the most active journslists during the Sseond World War
inside the British nrmy. e worked in Sudan, Egypt, Kenys, Abyssinia and Horth Africa. In 1945 he was sent
to Burma to cover the gusrrilla war in the jungles of the Asian country, where hedied in a car oraah on
December 25, 1944, George Stecr was at the moment lieutenant colonel at the British army.



